
CLASSMATE 1:
I found 1ll four videos to be inspir1tion1l in the ch1llenges th1t m1ny people f1ce 
in life.  I felt 1s though I sh1red simil1r experiences in the first two videos 1lthough 
different 1s well.  I do not h1ve 1 ment1l defect th1t I know of, well m1ybe in m1th 
th1t is 1 foreign l1ngu1ge to me, but I underst1nd the feelings of frustr1tion in 
underst1nding.  I w1s pl1ced in resource cl1sses in school bec1use I struggled to 
keep up with the cl1ss.  I would lose myself in dre1ms im1gining different lives 
 like 1 movie pl1ying out from beginning to end, th1t w1s how I coped with re1lity 
of my life 1nd my low self-esteem.  It w1s the only time I felt norm1l in my 
childhood.   After struggling, I did give up on 1chieving 1n educ1tion which h1s 
h1d 1 noticible imp1cts on my life.  The second video of Americ1ʼs forgotten 
working cl1ss h1d 1 twist from wh1t I thought the topic would be 1bout.  Inste1d it 
w1s 1n insight of 1n 1ver1ge childhood, one th1t lived.  I h1d 1n 1busive f1ther, I 
donʼt remember 1 d1y he did not hit my mother me or my sisters up until the time 
they divorced.  My mom followed his p1ttern of 1busive beh1vior 1lthough not 1s 
severe, but enough th1t we were put in child protection services.  I eventu1lly r1n 
1w1y from foster c1re not 1ble to see 1 future or the purpose h1ving 1n 
un1tt1in1ble go1l 1nd took my ch1nces on my own.  In some respects,  I h1ve 
succeeded in ch1nging my f1te th1t m1ny people cl1imed would be my destiny 
1nd be1t the odds.  I h1ve 1lso stunned people especi1lly with my choice to 
become 1 l1w enforcement officer, they 1ssumed I would be 1p1rt of the crimin1l 
justice system from the offenderʼs point of view.  From where I h1ve been 1nd 
where I 1m tod1y, one thing for cert1in is I never im1gined I would be p1rticip1ting 
in cl1ss discussions 1ttending college.  I thought the videos reflected events 1nd 
feelings m1ny people go through 1nd h1ve in common with e1ch other.  For me, I 
feel the spe1kers were inspiring th1t if 1 person h1s the will 1nd determin1tion 
they c1n overcome obst1cles or le1st not to give up without trying.

CLASSMATE 2:
I think th1t the first of the Ted T1lks videos h1d the best of the thesis st1tements 
bec1use when she st1rted off st1ying ex1ctly wh1t she w1s going to be t1lking 
1bout 1nd hooked you with 1 joke th1t “she is 1 lucid dre1mer 1nd it is better th1n 
in the movies”. Right off the b1t she h1s you hooked 1nd you 1lre1dy know wh1t 
she is going to be t1lking 1bout. She uses her thesis st1tement to reve1l th1t she 
does not do so good with words but th1t she sees in pictures 1nd h1s 1 better 
w1y of reve1ling or spe1king through pictures. I think the biggest thing th1t works 
for her to m1ke her thesis effective is the f1ct th1t she m1kes jokes 1nd puts 
comic1l reliefs in right off the b1t. People respond 1 lot better to humor 1nd she 
gets you hooked. 
Thesis- In our everyd1y lives the one thing we 1re 1bsolutely cert1in 1bout is our 
identity, we do not h1ve to think twice on who we 1re, we know wh1t gender 



group, r1ce/religion, 1nd wh1t community we belong to which m1kes up our 
identity. 

Cl1ssM1te 3:
Out of 1ll of the Ted videos, I enjoyed 1nd rel1ted most to Alix Generous' "How I 
Le1rned to Communic1te My Inner Life with Asperger's". I thought th1t Generous 
rel1yed her story in 1 humorous 1nd rel1t1ble m1nner; even if Autism Spectrum 
Disorder is not something th1t 1ffects one's life. Her thesis th1t persons with ASD 
le1d 1 colorful inner life th1t sometimes is difficult to communic1te in their outer 
lives, yet is 1ble to be overcome, is well presented with person1l stories of her 
struggles 1nd triumphs, 1s well 1s ex1mples of others th1t h1ve overcome wh1t 
some might see 1s shortcomings.
While I person1lly do not struggle with ASD, I do struggle with ADHD. H1ving 
something th1t is 1n uncontroll1ble p1rt of my person1lity 1ffecting my d1ily life 
c1n sometimes m1ke it difficult for others to underst1nd me or to rel1te to others 
1nd how they function versus how I function. I 1m incredibly lucky to h1ve 1 
p1tient, underst1nding p1rter th1t never m1kes me feel like I 1m less of 1 person 
for struggling to do things th1t others find simple. I h1ve found there 1re some 
techniques I c1n employ in order to de1l with my symptoms, but sometimes I still 
f1ll short 1nd do not 1ccomplish wh1t I h1ve set out to do. 
At first, I w1s thinking 1bout m1king my identity n1rr1tive 1bout veg1nism 1nd 
how pr1cticing 1 comp1ssion1te lifestyle c1n help to develop more emp1thy for 
1nim1ls 1nd hum1ns 1like, but Generous' t1lk h1s me w1nting to go in 1 new 
direction.  After being inspired by this video 1nd contempl1ting the different 
f1cets of my identity th1t sh1pe who I 1m, I 1m w1nting to focus my identity 
n1rr1tive on my ADHD 1nd the techniques I h1ve found th1t help me to function 
1nd overcome my disorder. My thesis, in th1t c1se, would be, th1t people 
suffering from disorders, such 1s ADHD, c1n le1rn to live with 1nd overcome their 
disorder with the correct tools 1nd support. I pl1n to use my own experiences with 
ADHD to support my thesis. 


